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 Eyes and minds focused on a brighter tomorrow.
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The DRC is rich in natural resources, particularly both in biodiversity
and minerals. Minerals include copper, cobalt, gold, oil, etc. These
mineral resources are non-renewable. Biodiversity is renewable and it
is made up of dense forests, open forests, fishery resources and so on.
The DRC straddles two major African basins: the Congo Basin and the
Zambezi Basin.

The diversity of its natural resources and its geographical position
offer enormous potential for the development of both the DRC and
the sub-region. However, the natural landscape is under enormous
anthropogenic pressure, leading to the loss of biodiversity in an
almost irreplaceable way. 

Fortunately, over the last ten years or so, the various stakeholders
have become aware of the problem. The scientific, government
departments, the private sector, local communities and civil society
are coming together, albeit timidly, to exchange views on the
sustainable management and preservation of ecosystems. Discussions
are still in their rudimentary stages, but it should be noted that this
progress is significant compared with past decades.
In this context, a major question remains: what role should the
university play in the process of pooling efforts to promote the
conservation and sustainable management of renewable natural
resources?
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